
 
with Betty Bolté 

One woman, Mary Katharine Goddard, signed the Declaration of  
Independence and risked hanging by doing so. Yet most people don't know 
who she was or why she signed it. 
 
Katy grew up in the American colony of Connecticut, educated and trained to 
be a proper wife and mother. She was supposed to marry and have children, 

living the 'normal' life of an 18th century woman. Destiny said otherwise. 
 
Instead, at the behest of her impulsive brother she moved from one colony to another, efficiently 
running his string of printing business ventures when he took off in pursuit of some new scheme. 
Little did she know that each move would bring her closer to the dangerous choice she would be 
forced to make during the American Revolution. 
 
What led her to become the most daring woman in America - the woman willing to sign her name 
to treason? Katy explores the answer to that burning question - as she shows us how some risks are 
worth taking, even when the price could be your life. 

Thursday, Feb.  5th  at 2:30 pm 

Community Room at Decatur Public Library 

Available to purchase in print on Jan. 18th at  
Blue Apple Books in Madison and online retailers. The 
author will not be selling books at this program but will 

be happy to sign your copy. 

Award-winning author Betty Bolté writes American historical fiction with 

heart and supernatural romance novels. A lifetime reader and writer, 

she’s worked as a secretary, freelance word processor, technical writer/

editor, and author. She’s been published in essays, newspaper articles/

columns, magazine articles, and nonfiction books but now enjoys crafting 

entertaining and informative fiction, especially stories that bring Ameri-

can history to life. She earned a Master’s Degree in English in 2008, em-

phasizing the study of literature and storytelling. She has mentored new 

fiction writers, and has judged numerous writing contests for both fiction 

and nonfiction. She lives in northern Alabama with her loving husband of 

more than 35 years. Visit her website to learn more about her and to  

access all of her links and social media.   

This program is part of DPL’s celebration of: 

Discover the woman who printed the first edition of the  
Declaration of Independence with the names of the signers.  

The Continental Congress  commissioned this edition in 1777.    
She signed her name to the bottom of the document as the printer.   

Come learn about the person behind the persona  
of Mary Katharine Goddard.  

https://shopsouthandpine.com/products/katy-the-woman-who-signed-the-declaration-of-independence-by-betty-bolte?_pos=5&_sid=3758b5382&_ss=r
https://www.bettybolte.com/
https://america250al.org/

