
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presenters 

World Building Techniques 

and Considerations 

3pm - 3:45pm 
Community Room  

(upstairs) 

Alicia Hunter Pace 

 
USA TODAY bestselling author Alicia Hunter Pace is the writing team 

of Stephanie Jones and Jean Hovey. Stephanie lives in Alabama, where 

she teaches sixth grade. She is a native Alabamian who likes football, 

Civil War history, and people who follow the rules. She is happy to  

provide a list of said rules to anyone who needs them. Jean, a former 

public librarian, lives in Decatur, Alabama, with her husband in a            

hundred-year-old house that always wants something from her. She 

likes to cook but has discovered the joy of Mrs. Paul’s fish fillets since 

becoming a writer.  

 

Publisher Website: https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Alicia-

Hunter-Pace/2137657361 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/AliciaHunterPace 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/AliciaHPace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presenter 

Finding Your Tribe -   

Writers Groups 

10:30am - 11:15am  
Training Center 

(downstairs) 

Anne Parent  

 
Anne lives in Tennessee where she writes romantic women’s fiction set 

in Southern towns, both imaginary and real. She adds a contemporary 

social issue to her books as part of the woman’s journey. Her hope is 

that her characters will take her readers away from reality and they will 

come away feeling ready to tackle whatever they find holding them 

back in their own lives. She is a member of RWA (Romance Writers of 

America), RWA-WF (Romance Writers of America Women’s Fiction), 

Savvy Authors, WFWA (Women’s Fiction Writers Association), and 

Heart of Dixie (an Alabama chapter of RWA). She served as past             

president of the Wisconsin Romance Writers and is serving as Vice 

President-Programs for Heart of Dixie. 

 

Website: www.anneparent.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presenter 

Wordsmithing: Making Your 

Writing Shine 

2pm - 2:45pm 
Community Room  

(upstairs) 

 

Bambi Lynn 

 
Bambi Lynn graduated from the University of Maryland European  

Division with a bachelor’s degree in English and History. She writes 

Historical and Contemporary Paranormal Romances set in Scotland, 

England and Ancient Rome. When not plugging away at her keyboard, 

she teaches World History and English Literature. She loves to ride her 

big, black Tennessee Walker, Jamaica. She and her husband have a  

Harley to go with their collection of classic cars and hot rods. 

 

Website: www.bambilynn.net 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/BambiLynn.HotHistoricals 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/hot_historicals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presenter 

In Search of the Truth:   

Research Online                            

and In-Person 

2pm - 2:45pm 
Training Center  

(downstairs) 
 

AND 
 

World Building Techniques 

and Considerations 

3pm - 3:45pm 
Community Room  

(upstairs) 

 

Betty Bolté  

 
Award-winning author Betty Bolté is known for authentic and  

accurately researched historical fiction with heart and supernatural  

romance novels. A lifetime reader and writer, she’s worked as a  

secretary, freelance word processor, technical writer/editor, and author. 

She’s been published in essays, newspaper articles/columns, magazine 

articles, and nonfiction books but now enjoys crafting entertaining and 

informative fiction, especially stories that bring American history to life. 

She earned a Master’s Degree in English in 2008, emphasizing the study 

of literature and storytelling, and has judged numerous writing contests 

for both fiction and nonfiction. She lives in northern Alabama with her 

loving husband of more than 30 years. Her cat, Calliope, serves as her 

muse and writing partner, and her dogs, Zola and Sierra, make sure she 

goes outside frequently. She is a member of the Romance Writers of 

America, Historical Novel Society, Women’s Fiction Writers  

Association, Alabama Writers Conclave, and Authors Guild. 

 

Website: www.bettybolte.com  

Blog: www.bettybolte.net  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/AuthorBettyBolte  
BookBub: https://www.bookbub.com/authors/betty-bolte  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/BettyBolte 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presenter 

Reading to Be a Writer 

3pm - 3:45pm  
Training Center 

(downstairs) 

Bonnie Gardner  

 
Bonnie Gardner is a former army brat and air force wife.  She is a  

Master Gardener and loves growing her own mostly-organic vegetables.  

She lives in northern Alabama where she can visit with her  

grandchildren as much as possible.  She is the author of more than 20 

books. 

   

Email: author@hiwaay.net 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bonnie.gardner.10004 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/booksbybonnie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Presenter 

A Novel Approach: How to 

Start Writing a Book 

10:30am - 11:15am 
Community Room  

(upstairs) 

 

Carla Swafford  

 
Carla Swafford loves romance novels, action/adventure movies, and men, 

and her books reflect that. And that’s not all, she’s crazy about hockey, 

and thankfully, no one has made her turn in her Southern Belle card. In 

2015, Carla received RWA’s PRO Mentor of the Year Award. She’s 

 married to her high school sweetheart and lives in Alabama. 

 

Website: https://carlaswafford.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/carlaswaffordauthor/ 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/carlaswafford/ 

Instagram: www.instagram.com/carlaswafford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Presenter 

Writing Non-fiction  

& Local History 

4pm - 4:45pm  
Community Room  

(upstairs) 

Greg Richter 

 
Greg Richter is a newspaper and online journalist with over 30 years’ 

experience. He has covered everything from national politics to the 

worldwide impact of the song “Sweet Home Alabama.” In addition to 

co-authoring Legendary Locals of Cullman County with Kay Cagle, he 

has self-published The Easy Budget under the pen name Owen Tew, 

and the The Bee Attitudes (And Other Spiritual Lessons from Every-

day Life). (Both are available on Amazon.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Presenter 

Writing Non-fiction  

& Local History 

4pm - 4:45pm  
Community Room  

(upstairs) 

Kay Cagle 

 
Kay Cagle spearheaded and co-authored Legendary Locals of Cullman 

County, published October 2014 by Arcadia Publishing. (Available on 

Amazon.com) She has worked as a newspaper journalist for fourteen 

years, receiving APA awards for Best Feature story, Best Investigative 

reporting, Best News story, honorable mention Best Column, and the 

newspaper received the Community Service Award for an  

investigative series she reported. She is also, published in Cat  

Fancy and Open Road magazines. Currently, she’s working as an  

advertising specialist creating commercials for TV for the Baker  

Agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presenter 

Whose Point of View  

is it Anyway?  

4pm - 4:45pm  
Training Center 

(downstairs) 

Leslie Scott 

 
Leslie Scott is a Huntsville native and has made North Alabama her 

home for her entire life, with no intention of ever leaving. She started 

writing as a young girl and can boast several writing awards from her 

elementary school days. Her first novel, The Finish Line, was released 

in December 2018 and the next one is due out in summer 2019. She 

currently writes full time, blogs, and teaches writing workshops, as 

well as home schools her ten-year-old son. She lives in a full house of 

four cats, three dogs, a cantankerous old lady she loves dearly (her 

mother), her son, and her prince sometimes charming. Life for Leslie is 

a chaos of words and critters, lessons and love, but she thrives in all of 

it. 

 

Website: www.lesliescottromance.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/lesliescottwrites 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/leslieSwrites 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 

A Conversation with NYT  

Bestselling Authors  

Linda Howard &  

Linda Winstead-Jones 

11:30am - 12:30pm  
Community Room  

(upstairs) 

Linda Howard 

 
I’m never certain what to say in a biography. Should it be a list of  

accomplishments? If so, what should those accomplishments be? My  

educational credentials? I was salutatorian of my high school graduation 

class, but I dropped out of college in my freshman year because other 

things, such as eating, were more important. I still think that’s a good  

decision. I worked at a trucking company for seventeen years, where I 

learned a lot about human behavior. Working there was a good  

decision, too. I wrote for myself because I enjoyed it, then one day I 

decided to see if I was good enough to be published. I was; that too was 

a good decision. Since then I’ve written around sixty books that have 

been published. I don’t know the exact number, because that isn’t im-

portant.  
 

I’ve been married (to the same man!) for forty-two years. I love my  

family and friends, my dogs, and college football, which unfortunately 

has what seems like the shortest season of all sports. We live in beautiful 

northeast Alabama, with mountains and rivers and (also unfortunately) 

cows. I’m not a fan of cows. They’re mean, devious, and psychic. They 

know when I’m here alone, and that’s when they escape. We also have 

some llamas; they’re neither mean, devious, nor psychic, but they know 

a good thing when they see it and they always escape when the cows do. 

They’re faster than the cows, which isn’t a good thing. 
 

I’ve been to Canada and Europe, I’ve been zip-lining, I’ve been on  

cruises, and I’ve stood on the lip of an active volcano. I’ve held newborn 

babies. Life is good. 
 

That’s pretty much it about me, I guess. Oh – I also cook. I’m more 

 adventurous than good, but I do make a great southern biscuit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 

A Conversation with NYT  

Bestselling Authors  

Linda Howard &  

Linda Winstead-Jones 

11:30am - 12:30pm  
Community Room  

(upstairs) 

Linda Winstead Jones 

 
Linda’s first book, the historical romance Guardian Angel, was                    

released in 1994. In the years since she’s written in several romance 

sub-genres under several names. She’s a six time finalist for the RITA 

Award and a winner, for Shades of Midnight, in the paranormal                  

category. Most recently she’s been involved in joint projects with                

Linda Howard, and has been rereleasing some of her backlist in ebook 

format. 

  

Website: www.lindawinsteadjones.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/LindaWinsteadJones 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/LindaHowardLindaJones 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/LWJbooks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Presenting 

A Novel Approach: How to 

Start Writing a Book 

10:30am - 11:15am 
Training Center  

(downstairs)  

Nancee Cain 

 
During the day, Nancee works as a counselor/nurse in the field of                    

addiction to support her coffee and reading habit. Nights are spent                       

writing  paranormal and contemporary romances with a serrated edge. 

Her paranormal books are about snarky angels attempting to act like                

humans in our world. They don't always succeed, but their attempts are 

often humorous. Her contemporary romance novels are an                                        

interconnected series, yet each book can be read as a stand-alone. They 

all have ties to the fictional town of Pine Bluff, Alabama—a place where 

everyone knows your name and your business. Her writing tackles seri-

ous subjects such as suicide, addiction and PTSD, but always with a 

touch of humor. 
 

Website: www.nanceecain.com 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NanceeCainAuthor/ 

Twitter: twitter.com/Nancee_Cain 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presenter 

Writing Non-fiction  

& Local History 

4pm - 4:45pm  
Community Room  

(upstairs) 

Peggy Allen Towns 

 
Peggy Allen Towns is a local historian of African American history.  She 

is a native of Decatur, Alabama, and her passion is preserving the voices 

and legacy of African Americans in her home town. She lectures and  

facilitates workshops on genealogy, local people and historical places. 

She is dedicated to identifying historic places and as a result of her  

efforts, several sites have been listed on the Alabama Register of  

Landmarks and Heritage and the National Register of Historic Places. 

She has done extensive research documenting her family’s history, which 

led to the discovery of a relative who served with the 110th United States 

Colored Infantry and the writing of her first book, Duty Driven: The 

Plight of North Alabama’s African Americans During the Civil War.  

Her latest book to be published is Scottsboro Unmasked: Decatur’s  

Story.   

 

 

https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Alicia-Hunter-Pace/2137657361
https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Alicia-Hunter-Pace/2137657361
http://www.facebook.com/AliciaHunterPace
https://twitter.com/AliciaHPace
http://www.anneparent.com
http://www.bambilynn.net
http://www.facebook.com/BambiLynn.HotHistoricals
http://www.twitter.com/hot_historicals
http://www.bettybolte.com
http://www.bettybolte.net
http://www.facebook.com/AuthorBettyBolte
https://www.bookbub.com/authors/betty-bolte
https://twitter.com/BettyBolte
mailto:author@hiwaay.net
https://www.facebook.com/bonnie.gardner.10004
https://twitter.com/booksbybonnie
https://carlaswafford.com
http://www.facebook.com/carlaswaffordauthor/
http://www.twitter.com/carlaswafford/
http://www.instagram.com/carlaswafford
http://www.lesliescottromance.com
http://www.facebook.com/lesliescottwrites
https://twitter.com/leslieSwrites
http://www.lindawinsteadjones.com
http://www.facebook.com/LindaWinsteadJones
http://www.facebook.com/LindaHowardLindaJones
https://twitter.com/LWJbooks
http://www.nanceecain.com/
https://www.facebook.com/NanceeCainAuthor/
http://twitter.com/Nancee_Cain

